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A vallasi intolerancia vilagszerte a kisebbségek iildoztetésének egyik f6 motivuma — Uj
jelentés

2010. julius 1.

A fajgy(lolet mellett a vildg szdmos orszagdban a vallasi intoleranciaval is magyarazhaté a kisebbségi
csoportok Uldoztetése, allitja a Minorty Rights Group (MRG) legljabb jelentésében.

A Kisebbségek és Gslakosok helyzete 2010 cim( jelentés szerint a vallasi nacionalizmus, a vallasi kisebbségek
gazdasagi életbdl vald kiszorulasa és a terrorizmus-ellenes térvényekkel kapcsolatos visszaélések
kovetkeztében vildgszerte egyre nagyobb méreteket Olt a vallasi kisebbségek tldoztetése.

A vallasi kisebbségek jogai minden foldrészen sériilnek: tdmadasok, fogva tartas, kinzas aldozataiva valnak,
illetve alapvet6 szabadsagjogaik csorbulnak.

»A vallasi intolerancia a fajgy(lolet egyik Uj formaja,” mondja Mark Lattimer, a Minority Rights Group
International igazgatdja. ,Szamos kdzosséget, melyet évtizedeken at faji alapon kilonboztettek meg, most
valldsa miatt Gld6znek.”

A jelentés szerint Nyugat-Eurépaban és Eszak-Amerikdban egyre gyakoribb, hogy a kisebbségekhez valldsi
alapon viszonyulnak, mig Azsia és Afrika bizonyos részein nem a faji vagy az etnikai hovatartozas, hanem
egyre inkabb a vallas all a diszkriminacio és az erészakos tdmadasok hatterében. Szamos allamban az
Egyesilt Kiralysagtdl Etidpian at Bangladesig a szegénység egyre inkabb 6sszefliggésben all a vallasi
hovatartozassal.

Az Egyesiilt Allamokban és Eurépaban kiiléndsen a muszlim kisebbség keriil egyre névekvé allami ellenérzés
al3, illetve gyakran valik a jobboldali nacionalista kampanyok célpontjava. Svajcban, a szélsGségesen
konzervativ Svajci Néppart kampanyat kovetben a résztvevs szavazdk tobbsége népszavazason tiltotta be
Ujabb, a mecsethez tartozé tornyok, a minaretek épitését.

A jelentés szerint a vallasi kisebbségek szerte a vildgon szeptember 11-e utdn egy évtizeddel is
tamadasoknak, tldoztetésnek és szabadsaguk korlatozasanak vannak kitéve a szigoru terrorizmus-ellenes
intézkedések miatt.

A terror elleni haboru két élharcosa, Irak és Pakisztan teriletén is megugrottak az elmult években a vallasi
kisebbségek elleni tAmadasok.

Irakban a 2003-as amerikai invazié ota tobbek kozott a keresztény, a mandeanus, a bahdi és a jezidi
valldsuak ellen kovettek el er6szakos cselekményeket: gyilkossag vagy emberrablds dldozataiva valtak,
megerdszakoltak vagy kifosztottdk Gket. Pakisztanban, részben az amerikai és a pakisztani hadmiveletekre
adott valaszként a keresztények lettek a Taliban célpontjai, meggyilkoltak, megkinoztak, vagy erdszakkal
megtéritették 6ket, felgyujtottdk templomaikat és elégették szent kdnyveiket, mondja a jelentés.

Az elmult évtizedben a terrorizmus-ellenes rendelkezések jegyében a rendéri intézkedések soran szintén
ndvekvs tendencidt mutatott a valldsi alapu megkilonboztetés. A legtobb esetben olyan embereket
kilonboztettek meg, akikrél azt feltételezték, hogy muszlim vallastak, vagy pedig muszlim allambdl



szarmaztak.

Miutan 2009 kardcsonyan egy nigériai muszlim Detroit felett merényletet kisérelt meg egy utasszallité
replilégép ellen, 14 orszag allampolgarait, melyek kozil 13 tédbbségében muszlim orszag volt, fokozottan
atvizsgdltak az amerikai reptereken. 2009 januarjaban tobb ezer ember tiltakozott az indiai Uttar Prades
allamban, miutdn allitadsuk szerint a rendérség minimalis bizonyitékok birtokaban fiatal muszlim fidkat
tartdztatott le terrorizmus vadjaval.

Szamos vallasos kozosségnek mas jellegli nehézségekkel is szembe kell néznie, adott esetben tagjaik nem
rendelkeznek allampolgarsaggal, nem gyakorolhatjak szokasaikat, vagy nem épithetnek vallasi célu
épitményeket a valldsok bejegyzését szabdlyozd nemzeti szintl torvények miatt.

2001 6ta szamos orszag, koztik Azerbajdzsan, Fehéroroszorszag, Kazahsztan, Szerbia, Tirkmenisztan és
Uzbegisztan is médositotta valldsok bejegyzésére vonatkozd tdrvényeit, vagy ezzel kapcsolatos Uj
torvényeket vezetett be.

,Bar idénként ugy tlinhet, hogy ezeket a torvényeket biztonsagi kockdzatra valé tekintettel vezetik be, vagy a
kdzrend fenntartdsat szolgdljak, az dllamok szdmara egyre inkdbb a vallasi kozosségek feletti ellenbrzés
eszkozéil szolgalnak,” mondja Mark Lattimer.

Jegyzet a szerkesztonek:
¢ Interjulehet6ségek:
Londonbdl — Mark Lattimer, az MRG ligyvezet6 igazgatdja

Nemzetkozi szinten — a sajtékozlemény tartalmazza a jelentésben érintett vallasi kisebbségekkel kapcsolatos
esetek rovid listajat. Amennyiben ezeknek a kozésségeknek a képviselGivel szeretne interjut késziteni,
kérem, tekintse meg az esettanulmanyok végén szerepld névlistat. Az esettanulmanyok angolul olvashatok.
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Tovabbi informaciéért vagy interju-egyeztetésért forduljon az MRG sajtéfelel6séhez:

Sebdly Bernadett

T: +36 (1) 327 7032

M: +36 70 217 2601

E: bernadett.sebaly@mrgmail.org

e A Minority Rights Group International az etnikai, valldsi, és nyelvi kisebbségek és Gslakosok jogaiért
kiizd6, nem-kormanyzati szervezet.

The following is a list of some specific cases of issues affecting religious minorities regionally and
nationally. Interviewees and their contact details are listed below each case:

Rise of far right in Europe fuels spread of intolerance towards religious minorities

Arise in right-wing radicalism is fuelling the spread of xenophobia and extremist attitudes towards religious
minorities in Europe. The report details a sharp rise in Islamophobia in Europe in 2009.

In May, ultra right-wing groups held an ‘anti-Islam’ rally to oppose the building of a large new mosque in
Cologne, Germany. When the authorities in Denmark’s capital city Copenhagen approved the country’s first
purpose-built mosque, the extreme-right Danish People’s Party launched an anti-mosque campaign in
September. Following a campaign by the ultra-conservative Swiss People's Party, most of Switzerland’s



cantons and a majority of participating voters backed a referendum in November, which proposed a ban on
the building of new minarets in mosques.

The report also notes an increase in the number of anti-Semitic incidents against the Jewish community in
Europe. The chapter also points to the global financial crisis contribution to the rise.

Contact

Katalin Halasz,

Author of the Europe chapter,
T: +36 30936 9745

E: halasz@gmail.com

Kenya: Nubians - poverty, deprivation and statelessness

The Nubian community has been present in Kenya for about 100 years. Many live in harsh conditions

of poverty and deprivation in the Kibera slum in Nairobi. Before 2009, when Nubians were finally
recognized in the national population census process, to be a Nubian and a Muslim in Kenya amounted to
membership of a non-Kenyan identity. Despite this recognition, however, they continue to suffer from
citizenship-based discrimination. The bulk of Nubians experience obstacles to their application for
citizenship in Kenya immediately upon disclosing their names, most of which are Arab and identify them as
Muslim. Such designation instantly results in more documentary evidence being required to sustain an
individual’s citizenship claim.

Contact:

Adam Hussein Adam,

Open Society Kenya,

Kenya.

E: ahussein@osiea.org or adamhusse@gmail.com
T: +254 722649024 or +254 715767908

Nigeria: violent clashes between Muslims and Christians

Nigeria’s 140 million people are nearly evenly divided between Christians, who predominate in the south,
and Muslims, primarily in the north. In July 2009, four days of rioting was ignited by Boko Haram, an Islamic
sect opposed to Western education, medicine and values in northern Nigeria; 800 people (mainly Boko
Haram supporters and three Christian pastors) were confirmed killed. The rioting, which initially targeted
police and government bases, also led to extensive property losses, including the destruction of government
installations. Twenty churches, police stations and prisons were burned before police captured Boko
Haram’s leader. He was later killed in detention. The attacks had been in alleged retaliation for the burning
of two mosques by Christian groups. The disproportionate use of force by the Nigerian military police
against Boko Haram has been criticized, however. This conflict came on the heels of another religious
conflict in Jos ignited by political differences. In November 2008, more than 700 people were killed in Jos,
the capital of Plateau State, when a political feud over a local election degenerated into bloody
confrontation between Christians and Muslims. Violence erupted again in early 2010.

Contact:

Aba Ahola Ejembi,

Civil Liberties Organisation,

Nigeria.

T: +234-803 327 9014 or +234 - 9- 6709044
E: abejembi@yahoo.com

Hindus increasingly attacked and persecuted in Bangladesh

In 2009, a total of 541 incidents affecting religious minorities were reported in Bangladesh by MRG’s partner



organisation Odhikar. These include assaults, land seizures and one killing.
There were also 27 attacks on places of worship during the year, most of them instigated by local gangs or
political leaders who acted in a climate of impunity, with police taking no action over the incidents.

One of the groups specifically targeted in the attacks is the country’s Hindu minority. According to Odhikar,
in February 2009, 300 Hindus were injured and one woman raped in Maheshkhali, Chittagong, when gangs
attacked a religious event. In March and April 2009, mainly Hindus were affected when gangs forced some
400 people from their homes in the Sutrapur district of Dhaka. In both places, Hindu temples were
destroyed.

Supporters or members of the ruling Awami League have been accused of being involved in almost all of the
attacks against Hindus. In September 2009, Awami League members fired gunshots and evicted Hindus from
their homes, again in Sutrapur. In that incident and others during the month of September, a total of 14
temples were reportedly attacked.

Targeted gender violence is an integral part of the attacks against religious minorities. One of the two
reported rape cases targeted against religious minority women, in 2009 involved a Hindu woman in the
incident in Chittagong in February.

Contact

Adilur Rahman Khan,

Secretary of Odhikar,

Bangladesh.

Mobile: +88-01711-405-188

Email: odhikar.bd@gmail.com or odhikar@sparkbd.net

Counter-terrorism measures target Muslims in India

The situation for Muslims in some parts of India remains tense. Particularly since the Mumbai attacks in
2008, the Indian government has used counterterrorism measures to arrest and detain large numbers of
Muslims arbitrarily. In 2009, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights urged India to counter suspicion
against Muslims in the country and warned that anti-terrorism laws threatened human rights.

In January 2009, thousands of people took to the streets to protest against the imprisonment and killing of
two Muslims accused of being terrorists. The protesters were demanding a judicial investigation into the
killings. Many of the protesters said that several Muslim youths had been arrested on minimal evidence in
Uttar Pradesh on suspicion of terrorist links. After the Mumbai attacks, the government rushed through new
laws, allowing police to hold suspects for up to 180 days without charge.

In April 2009, the Indian Supreme Court rejected a plea by a Muslim student who had been expelled from a
Christian missionary school in Madhya Pradesh for refusing to shave off his beard. The presiding judge ruled
that it was against India’s secularism and associated sporting a beard with terrorism and extremist values.

Contact

Irfan Engineer,

Director,

Centre for the Study of Society and Secularism (CSSS).
India.

T: +919869462833; +919867027267

E: irfansan@hotmail.com; irfanengi@gmail.com;

Americas: religious intolerance towards indigenous American earth-based belief systems

Throughout the approximately 500-year history of state formation in the Americas, religious thinking



has been a key factor in the region’s evolution. European colonial expansion into the Americas was a
religious project, sanctioned and directed by the Church hierarchy and highly intolerant to traditional
indigenous and African belief systems. Religious communities such as Puritan Protestants were also among
the first settlers in the continental United States and the eastern Caribbean. In 2009, indigenous activists in
Bolivia and the United States have continued to argue that it is the workings of these doctrines and belief
systems in the contemporary secular context that still constrain indigenous peoples and African
descendants’ efforts to control their natural resources, and to preserve traditional cultures, lands and lives.
At the December 2009 Parliament of the World’s Religions, indigenous peoples’ representatives claimed
that it is such contemporary practices that demonstrate a direct historical connection to the doctrines of
conquest, prompting them to call collectively on religious leaders, such as Pope Benedict XVI, to repudiate
the Doctrine of Discovery.

Contact:

Maurice Bryan, author of the Americas chapter, State of the World’s Minorities and Indigenous Peoples 2010
T: +503 77667881 / +504 5663199

E: maurice.bryan@mrgmail.org

Canada: balancing women'’s rights with freedom of religion

Sometimes the perceived importance of ensuring religious freedom is so strong it can overshadow

the need to preserve other rights. For many women from religious minorities around the world, this

is a common experience. Using women'’s rights as a baseline indicator helps us judge whether countries are
able to provide for the needs of religious minorities at a sophisticated enough level that women from
religious minorities benefit equally — as both belonging to religious minorities and as women. In the last few
years, Canada grappled with the question of whether and how Sharia courts can be incorporated into the
laws of the land. Whilst some Muslim women may have wanted to use non-mainstream legal options such
as Sharia courts to resolve their concerns, others, such as the Canadian Council of Muslim Women,
organized against the introduction of Sharia law.

Contact:

Alia Hogben,

Executive Director,

Canadian Council of Muslim Women.
T. +613-3822847

E: aliahogben@gmail.com




